
 

 

Winners of the first writing  

contest for Spanish lower division 

classes: 

 

Creative Books SPA101  

1st place: Baley Sisk 

2nd place: Jane Castle 

3rd place: David Lockard 

Portfolios SPA102  

1st place: Brandy Perry 

2nd place: Sarah Brewer 

3rd place: Melissa Aguilera 
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Student Achievements  

Dr. Cecilia Ojeda,  

Chair of Modern Languages  

Welcome to the Modern Languages Newsletter!  

     After a very intense summer of 

hands on learning, and only sporadic 

contacts with colleagues, I was 

happy to see a room full of people 

on August 22, our first faculty meet-

ing of the year. After hearing about 

your summer experiences, it became 

clearer than ever to me how the 

faculty of Modern Languages truly 

gives meaning to the notions of di-

versity and internationalization for 

NAU.  Faculty from every section in 

the Department covered the globe 

in the course of three months, from 

Barnaul, Russia to Buenos Aires, 

Argentina, Heredia, Costa Rica, Ca-

racas, Venezuela, Bolivia, Berlin, 

Germany, not to mention Japan, 

Guatemala, El Salvador, and Annecy 

France, of course.  

     We traveled by car, plane, trains, 

buses, and woke up in different lati-

tudes and longitudes in the planet. 

We spoke in Spanish, French, Na-

vajo, German, Japanese, Russian, 

Arabic, Chinese, oh, and yes, even in 

English at times.  All this traveling 

means an enhanced, up-to-date and 

direct perspective on the cultural, 

and socio-political global landscape 

that ultimately benefits the students 

that attend our classes. These stu-

dents soon realize that the people 

teaching them the language and cul-

ture of China, Japan, Latin America, 

Spain, France, Germany, and the Na-

vajo nation, just to name a few, 

Modern Languages/International Day 

March 28, 2008! (See p. 6) 

D e p a r t m e n t  o f
M o d e r n  L a n g u a g e s

have "been there and done that.ó 

Students come to understand 

that the pictures in their text-

books, and on the web are not 

just great images but real places, 

and real people with unique cul-

tural perspectives on life.   

     Because Modern Languages 

folks working, studying, and doing 

research in Mexico is such every-

day occurrence for us, we don't 

place too much emphasis on it 

anymore. But what is worth men-

tioning is that two Master of Arts 

in Teaching Spanish students ex-

perienced the study-abroad pro-

gram in Cuernavaca from a teach-

ing perspective. They were the 

first two of many to have the op-

portunity to observe and give 

support to Javier Trejo our direc-

tor in residence, and Master of 

Arts in Teaching Spanish gradu-

ate. Our two study abroad pro-

grams in Mexico, Cuernavaca and 

Queretaro are magnificent ways 

for students to venture abroad 

and gain a global perspective of 

their own culture and ideas. 

These are life-changing, unforget-

table experiences that we hope 

all our students can have. 

 

Hasta la proxima vez, 

 

Cecilia Ojeda, 

Associate Professor of Spanish 

 

Visit our new web page: 

www.cal.nau.edu/languages/ 
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 Graduate Student  Achievements  

Our students in the Master's pro-

gram presented at the Arizona 

Language Association Conference 

in Tucson - October 5-6, 2007: 

 

Carrie Cowger: òTeaching vo-

cabulary in grade schooló 

Valerie Jepson: òDon Quijote for 

the AP studentó 

Curtis Kleinman: "Fun and effec-

tive activities for the language 

learning classroom." 

 

 

GA Curtis Kleinman from the 

MAT in Teaching Spanish had a 

successful presentation including 

language games and communica-

tive activities to teach Spanish at 

the AZLA conference in Tucson 

this year. His presentation was so 

good that it was selected to rep-

resent AZLA in the next South-

west Conference in Language 

Teaching (SWCOLT) in Utah. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

   Curtis Kleinman 

If you would like to donate to MODL Department Funds, please see the Back Page 

To find out more about the program and apply go to:  

www.cal.nau.edu/languages/spamat/spanishmat/html/ 

Lecturer of French, Nicole Bauge, teaching in  

one of the new, tech-enhanced classrooms! 

Borozan Memorial Scholarship 2007  
Sam Borozan (NAU õ57 and õ67) founded the first 

and only scholarship for Modern Languages students. 

Look for a full-length portrait of  

Sam Borozan in our next newsletter! 



 

 

Alumni News  
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Theater (AHCT). AHCT 

is a professional, scholarly 

association dedicated to 

promoting the study and 

the performance of the 

Spanish Classical theater. 

It has some three hun-

dred members, mostly 

scholars at universities in 

the US and abroad. 

AHCT's on-going pro-

grams include an annual 

conference in El Paso, 

Texas, which by tradition 

coincides with the Cham-

izal National Memorial's 

Siglo de Oro Drama Fes-

tival; a scholarly journal, 

Comedia Performance, a 

unique publication de-

voted solely to studies 

related to performance 

of Classical Spanish thea-

ter; the AHCT web page, 

which provides world-

wide access to informa-

tion about the association 

and its various programs; 

grants to support transla-

tion and performance of 

Spanish Golden Age 

plays; and a film archive 

and library, which gives 

members access to re-

cordings of Chamizal per-

formances as well as spe-

cial programs such as 

recorded interviews with 

important comedia schol-

ars.  One can find more 

information about AHCT 

at  i ts  web s i te :  

www.comedias.org. 

J u a n i t a  H e r e d i a 

(Associate Professor  

of Spanish) received an 

Intramural Research 

Grant to investigate 

Afro-Caribbean diasporic 

novels at the Schomburg 

Institute in New York 

City this summer 2007. 

She was also nominated 

for an NEH Summer 

Grant 2008 by NAU. She 

presented papers at the 

Modern Language Asso-

ciation, American Com-

parative Literature Asso-

ciation (Puebla, Mexico) 

and Latin American Stud-

i e s  A s s o c i a t i o n 

(Montreal, Canada) this 

past academic year. She 

has an article forthcoming 

this fall 2007 in the inter-

national refereed journal, 

Latino Studies. 

 

Chie Okubo 

(Lecturer of Japanese) 

writes: I am now an advi-

sor for the NAU juggling 

club. No, I cannot juggle 

except for my classes. 

But if you know of any 

opportunity for them to 

come and perform, 

please let me know! 

 

Robert Johnston 

(Professor of Spanish) 

has recently been se-

lected to serve as the 

president of the Associa-

tion for Hispanic Classical 

Faculty Notes  
We want to hear from you! Contact us  

with your news: Astrid.Klocke@nau.edu 

 

Justin Ehresman (German, French) writes: 

I can hardly believe it, but I have been abroad for more 

than 10 years now. The last 8 years I have been in Ber-

lin. 6 years ago, I started my own language agency 

www.allonboard.de. We do mostly business English and 

deal (now) exclusively with businesses and government 

organizations like the ministry of the interior and the 

chancellory. It is quite exciting. I am slowly starting to 

do less and less teaching myself and focusing on the ad-

ministration. There are about 15 teachers who work 

for me and several translators (but they are on a free- 

lance basis). It was a rough start, but now things are 

going well, thank goodness. 

Marya Vrba (German) writes: 

Over here in sunny Wales, I am doing fine. The MA in 

Translation ended successfully ("distinction" - yay!) and 

then I was straight off to an internship in Brussels, fol-

lowed by an in-house translation job with a big com-

pany in Stuttgart all last year. I moved back to Swansea 

early this summer, though, to be closer to Jeremie and 

to start work as a freelance translatorñfortunately, 

that has also been going well and I am getting enough 

work now, especially from Swiss companies (although 

this creates occasional baffling Swiss German translation 

conundrums. Nonetheless, my academic brain is getting 

restless again, so I sense a PhD on the horizon. Proba-

bly I will stay in the UK so I can be closer to Jeremie, 

who has almost finished his chemistry PhD and is on 

the hunt for post-docs. Currently, I am seriously con-

sidering a comparative project of German-language and 

Czech-language fiction in Bohemia (and Moravia?), but I 

am still settling on a focal point for that research.  

Kevin Hirschi (French) graduated from NAU and now 

teaches for MODL and works for the Center for Inter-

national Education. 

Joseph Mouaya (French) now teaches for MODL and at 

FALA. 

www.cal.nau.edu/languages/ 

MODL Newsletter, Vol. 1.1 

Editor: Dr. Astrid Klocke 

Phone: (928) 523-6235 

Astrid.Klocke@nau.edu 
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year. This is her first time 

to come to the United 

States. She has a son who 

has just left for college, 

so she said it was O.K. 

for her to come to NAU. 

Also she said it is a great 

opportunity for her. The 

first impression of Flag-

staff was that the sun was 

very strong. She thought 

the NAU campus was 

very beautiful but the 

classroom environment is 

very different from what 

she is used to in China. 

Students here are more 

active in class, raising 

hands and asking ques-

tions. The relationship 

between teachers and 

students are much more 

casual and friendly here.  

 

Amy (Aihong) Yu  

(Instructor of Chinese)  

is back in China and she 

is very busy teaching two 

new courses. She says 

she misses us a lot. She 

also says, "I really miss 

the MODL building, I 

miss NAU and Flagstaff. I 

traveled a lot during my 

stay in the States. Those 

places either seem too 

noisy or too flashy for 

me. But Flagstaff is not. I 

like the scenery of the 

West. I miss the grand 

land and the bright snow 

there very very much! I 

do hope that someday I 

can be back and see 

those people and the fa-

miliar place again!" 

tire exchange process 

again by raising scholarship 

funds for exchange stu-

dents through the annual 

Russian Dinner which will 

be held in early Novem-

ber. 

 

Tim Darby 

(Support Systems Analyst) 

won the Patti Lugo Classi-

fied Staff Award earlier 

this year. He also carried 

out the projects on the 

new tech rooms on the 

second floor over the 

summer. 

 

Guoxiang (Nancy) Xia  

(Instructor of Chinese): 

We started to teach Chi-

nese again two years ago 

with a visiting professor 

from Fujian Normal Uni-

versity (FNU). We had 

Lisa Lin and Amy Yu in the 

past and this year we have 

a new Chinese professor, 

Guoxiang (Nancy) Xia 

with us.  Nancy is also 

from FNU. She has taught 

English at FNU for twenty 

years. Before coming to 

NAU, she was working 

with her colleague in the 

College of International 

Studies to develop a com-

puter program to teach 

Chinese to Foreigners. 

She is using the program 

she and her colleague de-

veloped to teach her stu-

dents here at NAU and 

making some improve-

ments. She said the pro-

gram would probably be 

published in China next 

Walter and are featured in 

a documentary film by 

Austrian filmmaker Harald 

Ortlieb. The installation 

and translations were pre-

miered in October at the 

annual Robert Bosch 

Foundation summit of mi-

nority writers in Germany. 

 

Anne S lobodch iko f f 

(Lecturer of Russian) 

If you happen to see two 

Russian girls walking the 

Modern Languages hall-

ways, please welcome Ok-

sana and Natalya as they 

are the latest exchange 

students from the Barnaul 

State Pedagogical Univer-

sity in Barnaul, Siberia 

which is NAU's sister uni-

versity. They are here as 

part of an exchange pro-

gram that started way 

back in 1992 and has been 

ongoing ever since. Anne 

Slobodchikoff led a stu-

dent group to Russia in 

May-July of this year which 

constituted the other half 

of the exchange. This was 

the first time she had re-

turned to Russia in four 

years due to family situa-

tions, and according to 

her, "it was long overdue". 

She spent a wonderful 2.5 

months in Russia traveling 

all over including far north 

to the Solovki Islands only 

30 km south of the Arctic 

Circle. In early August 

there were only two 

hours of a vague gray de-

noting night. Anne is get-

ting ready to start the en-

Marilya Reese  

(Professor of German) 

has an article in press in a 

special issue of The Jour-

nal of Social and Ecological 

Boundaries on Muslims in 

Western Societies. The 

article examines a per-

formance piece consisting 

of over 20 sculptural ob-

jects and accompanything 

texts of prose and poetry 

titled Integrationskoffer 

(Integration Suitcase) by 

Berlin poet Zehra Cirak 

and Berlin sculptor Juer-

gen Walter. The artists 

conceived of these ob-

jects and texts as a 

chronological, historical, 

political and socio-critical 

series of reactions to 

their home of Ger-

manyña country that 

invited Cirak's father and 

his Turkish compatriots 

as guestworkers some 

forty years ago. The 28-

page paper presents liter-

ary analysis of Cirak's 

texts and description of 

Walter's objects as well 

as discussion of the cur-

rent situation of Ger-

many's largest minority.  

Dr. Reese was also co-

translator (with literary 

translator Elizabeth 

Oehlers Wright of Bos-

ton) of 54 prose and po-

etry pieces titled  WIS-

SENSCHAFTSSTUEHLE/

CHAIRS OF SCIENCE by 

Turkish-German poet 

Zehra Cirak. The works 

accompany an installation 

by Berlin sculptor Juergen 
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New Book by Professor Ekkehart Malotki  
If  you are interested in a signed copy please contact the author at: ekkehart.malotki@nau.edu 

     With an estimated 6,000 to 8,000 sites spread throughout its 

canyons, mountains and deserts, the Grand Canyon state of Arizona 

constitutes one of the premier rock art theaters in the world. Con-

sisting primarily of engraved images (petroglyphs) on sandstone and 

basalt, but also offering paintings (pictographs) under overhangs, and 

ground figures (geoglyphs) on desert pavements, Arizona's rock art 

truly commands  awe and respect. This book, in a comprehensive 

survey, presents the full gamut of the state's impressive open-air art 

from its earliest beginnings until more recent manifestations in the 

historic era. 

     Though The Rock Art of Arizona contains more than 380 color 

photographs, over 130 drawings, and numerous charts and maps, it 

goes beyond the usual bounds of a lavishly illustrated coffee-table 

book. In addition to describing the various Archaic and post-Archaic 

rock art styles and traditions in the state's fifteen counties, author 

Ekkehart Malotki focuses on providing insights into what may have 

compelled Arizona's ancestral artists to produce the imagery and 

what functions it may have had in their daily lives. At the same time, he acknowledges the severe limitations of scien-

tifically dating the paleoart, the subjective biases involved in stylistic classification, and the ultimate mystery of its 

meaning. Within the confines of this explanatory framework, drawing primarily on novel ideas derived from the field 

of evolutionary psychology and the concept of human universals, he argues that rock art, in a broadly defined context 

of art and ritual, had beneficial adaptive value in the human struggle for survival and thus can truly be perceived as art 

for life's sake. 

 

Foreword 

 

        Arizona is rightfully famous for its physical, geological and cultural resources. Only recently, however, has 

one of our state's preeminent cultural treasures-its wealth of rock art-been given the attention it deserves. 

Preserving this bounty should be of great concern not only to the residents of our state and nation, but to all 

citizens of the world. 

        The prehistoric peoples who lived in the extreme environment of Arizona's deserts and mountains left 

behind rich displays of rock art-some dating back thousands of years. We must protect this legacy and the op-

portunity it affords to glimpse into the minds of those who lived in Arizona so long ago. The ancient images 

continue to inspire and delight us, while compelling our genuine reverence and respect. 

        In two previous books Ekkehart Malotki captured the rock art images of the Colorado Plateau and the 

Petrified Forest National Park. Dr. Malotki introduced readers to previously unknown rock art sites through-

out the region. Now, with this thoughtful, beautiful, and comprehensive book, Dr. Malotki covers for the first 

time rock art found in every corner of Arizona. The spectacular photographs and incisive text reflect Dr. 

Malotki's lifelong study of the rock art of the American Southwest. This book continues the journey of an ar-

tistic expression that began millennia ago and endures to this day. 

        As a friend of the arts, I am happy to acknowledge this important new work that spotlights Arizona's rich 

cultural heritage and helps foster its preservation for future generations. 

 

Janet Napolitano, Governor of Arizona 


