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We also welcome Amity "Mina" Azul to our department as our part-time receptionist. Mina comes to us with 

a BA in International Relations and speaks fluent Spanish and French; though not a requirement of the position it 

is great to have someone who is familiar with foreign languages and can work with students on this level in an 

administrative capacity. Please come by BAA 108 between 10:00 and 2:00 and introduce yourself! 
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 www.cal.nau.edu/languages/ 

Upcoming Events!  

NAU will host the 6th Annual Conference of the Rocky Mountain European Scholars' Consortium on 

October 23 -24. The theme of the conference is Trans-Cultural Communication and participants will present 

papers, workshops and forums on a wide variety of topics encompassing Europe's diversity. Nando Schellen, 

NAU Associate Professor and Director of Opera Theater, will give the keynote address, entitled "America and 

Europe: Will They Ever Find Each Other?" Three MODL professors, Patricia Frederick (French), Marilya Reese 

(German) and Erika Hess (French) are working together to organize the conference.  

The first German Film Fest will take place in conjunction with the Rocky Mountain European Scholarsõ Con-

sortium Conference. Come help us celebrate the 20th Anniversary of the fall of the Berlin Wall! We will show 

the films The Tunnel (2005) and German Gambit (2000) and a presentation on German Cinematography by Max 

Penzel. There will also be a "Wall Fall Ball" with an unveiling ceremony of NAU's own piece of the Wall. Join 

us! The program is available online on the MODL webpage. 

Juliana Suby (Lecturer of Spanish) was awarded the Arizona Language 

Associationõs (AZLA) Outstanding Language Teacher Award-Post Secon-

dary this year. Ms. Suby is a graduate from the Masterõs program in Teach-

ing Spanish at Northern Arizona University and she has worked at the 

Modern Language Department since graduating in 2006. Congratulations! 
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 Graduate Student  

Achievements  

To find out more about the program and apply go to: www.cal.nau.edu/languages/spamat/spanishmat/html 

Announcements  

Two sessions of graduate students in the Spanish MAT program pre-

sented at the Arizona Language Conference in Glendale on October 3, 

2009: Laura Merino (photo, top) conducted a one-hour presentation 

called "Culture and Authentic Materials in the Modern-Day Classroom" 

in which she showed participants step-by-step how to incorporate music, 

literature, online resources, and daily facts into the FL classroom. She 

provided plentiful examples of her own classroom activities and a hand-

out with songs, literature, and online resources of authentic cultural ma-

terials. Laura's sense of humor and creativity shined during her session, 

leaving participants with a desire for more!   

In a separate session, Matt Field , Emily Manone (photo, bottom),  

and Emily Lewis presented on research topics in a session called, 

"Practical Applications of SLA: What does the research tell us?" Matt 

Field shared with the audience his ideas on the importance of incorpo-

rating notions of Spanish aspect in the FL classroom. Emily Manone sum-

marized her work on tasks in the FL classroom, giving participants ideas 

on the kinds of tasks that affect acquisition. Emily Lewis presented re-

search on the acquisition of the lexicon, culminating in pedagogical sug-

gestions directly applicable to the FL classroom. These students well rep-

resented the Spanish MAT program with their scholarly work! 

New Club Launched: Future Language Teachers of Northern Arizona (FLTNAz)  

 

In a meeting of some 30 BSEd MODL majors and interested students, a new club was launched, the Future Lan-

guage Teachers of Northern Arizona, whose goals are to support NAU students pursuing a Bachelor's degree in 

Language Education, foster interest in language teaching and second/foreign language teaching, to provide experi-

ences designed to develop the skills of future language teachers, and to provide members with an opportunity to 

engage in scholarly discussions about the field of language teaching and improve language teaching.  

Club members will fund-raise, prepare and present at the 2010 Modern Languages Day and at 2010 AZLA Con-

ference, volunteer at Puente de Hozho trilingual elementary school, and promote enthusiasm for language teach-

ing in the region.  Officers include: Samantha Petree, BSEd Spanish (President), Allison Klamka, BSEd Spanish (Co-

President), Kelly Winkels, BSEd German and English (Historian and Public Relations Officer). In the first meeting 

of the club, members held elections, organized the Goodies Sale to be held on Wednesday, October 14, and de-

signed the club t-shirt (a spiral with the phrase, "We love teaching" in various languages).  

All interested students are always invited to participate in club activities. Contact Samantha Petree at 

sep59@nau.edu or club advisor, Dr. Karina Collentine, at karina.collentine@nau.edu. 



 

 

Alumni News  

Page 3 MODL Newsletter October 2009 

David Boggs (German BA, 2008) reports: I am now 

serving with the Peace Corps in Armenia as an English 

teacher. The first three months were training. All of 

the new volunteers, about 50 of us, trained in the same 

community. I have lived with a host family so far. I am 

required to live with them for 4 months before I can 

move out and find my own apartment. I like it here; 

the people are friendly and live a simple life style. I do 

miss having proper showers and washing machings... 

and I have a new found appreciation for flush toilets. 

But it is an interesting experience not to have the con-

venience of large supermarkets, department stores or 

even water and electricity 24/7. It really puts things 

into perspective. Starting to teach has been met with a 

whole range of emotions from being excited to scared 

and frustrated. I'm not impressed with the school sys-

tems here, or how they teach English (which is obvi-

ously why Peace Corps is here). I am paired with a 

teacher partner for the next 2 years. Each grade has a 

specified class room, and the teachers of different sub-

jects pass from room to room. But this makes it hard 

to create visual aids and discipline is also a huge prob-

lem (especially with the older boys). I'll be working 

here for the next two years, until August 2011. My 

Armenian should be pretty fluent by then, and I'm hop-

ing to start studying Russian next year. 

 

Chris Eldrett (BA Spanish, 2004) completed a Mas-

ter's in Hispanic Studies at the University of Washing-

ton. He is currently in his second year of teaching in 

Málaga, Spain, where he is learning about and enjoying 

life in Andalucía. 

 

Gerardo de la Torre Noriega (BA Spanish, 2000) is 

completing a school internship in Yuma, the final re-

quirement for a doctorate in Education Psychology at 

the University of Arizona. 

 

Maya Aspromatis (HRM and German BA, 2009) fin-

ished a summer internship with the German Academic 

Exchange Service (DAAD) in New York and now man-

ages a German restaurant. 

Jonathan Dettman (MAT Spanish, 2006) is working 

on his doctorate at the University of California, Davis. 

He's in the Department of Spanish and Portuguese and 

the Program in Critical Theory. He has advanced to 

candidacy and is writing his dissertation on post-Soviet 

Cuba. His broader research focuses mainly on two 

areas: 1) Cuban history, literature and film; 2) the 

Critical Theory of both the Frankfurt School and more 

contemporary philosophers like Moishe Postone and 

Germany's Gruppe Krisis. He also helps edit Brújula, a 

journal of UC Davis' Hemispheric Institute on the 

Americas. Since leaving Flagstaff he and his partner 

have had a daughter, now three, and have another on 

the way (due in November). 

 

Dan LaRue (Spanish BA) reports: NAU and my 

classes really drove me to continue with my Spanish 

until I decided to study in Granada. I fell in love with 

Spain and Andalucía, and, more importantly, a woman. 

I've been in Almería for almost 6 years, have a 2 year 

old daughter and I'm an English teacher. Never in a 

million years would I have a imagined this life, but I 

must say I love it here and things are good. I still have 

fond memories of my Spanish theater class. People 

don't believe me when I tell them that I was in a Span-

ish play in front of an actual audience. The classes I 

took at NAU really made me love spoken Spanish and 

the concept of transmitting my emotions through an-

other language. Those are ideas and memories I'll al-

ways cherish and keep with me. 

 

Amber Tetreau (BA Spanish, 2003) completed an 

MA in Higher Education with a concentration in Inter-

national Education at the University of Arizona, where 

she currently works as the International Student Advi-

sor. She is planning to pursue a law degree in the near 

future.  
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We want to hear from you! Contact us  

with your news: Astrid.Klocke@nau.edu 
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Advanced Students of French Perform La Cantatrice 

chauve: While studying English from the conversation-

based primers of the day, Eugène Ionesco was inspired to 

create an òanti-playó that defied all conventional forms of 

language and theatrical structure. The result was La Can-

tatrice Chauve, which would become one of the best ex-

amples of the Theater of the Absurd movement of the 

1950õs.  

 

After studying the play in class, students in Professor 

Patricia Frederickõs FRE 399 course performed the 

play in French before a full house in NAUõs Clifford E. 

White Theater on the evening of April 21, 2009. A 

wholly collaborative effort that involved acting, directing, 

art design, stage management,  and costumes, these 

MODL students worked closely with theater students 

who, under the direction of Professor Kathleen 

McGeever, performed their own version in English of 

The Bald Soprano during the same week in April. 

 

Enthusiastic remarks about participation in this produc-

tion were made by French majors, minors and recent or 

soon to be graduates with a BA in French: òIt was defi-

nitely an enriching experience for me. It helped me with 

the flow and my pronunciation of French. I still recall 

from time to time my lines, especially the nonsensical 

ones near the end of play. Good times, those.ó (Andrew 

Hansen, BA in FRE, 2010) òIn considering the dynamics 

of Ionesco's theater of the absurd, the motifs, hidden 

innuendos, and characters meld together to form a land-

scape in which everything is truly possible. Directing this 

play with the assistance of our department's students and 

our studied professor provided me with the opportunity 

to experience something extraordinary.ó (Matteo 

Musumeci, BS ED in FRE, 2011) òPlaying Mr. Martin in 

"La Cantatrice Chauve" was a challenging and worthwhile 

experience that helped to solidify my understanding of 

the French language and apply it in a quirky and absurd 

way.ó (Thomas OõGara, BA in FRE, 2009) 

òParticipating in the play was a brand new experience for 

me, and I'm so glad to have done it. I would encourage 

anyone to get involved when opportunities like it come 

up because it's a fun way to gain another perspective on 

French literature and the language itself. Although it was 

a lot of work, everyone's creativity and talent made for a 

really great show.ó (Amie Brooks , BA in FRE, 2009) 

Current  

Students  

The German Club has 

adopted a mile of I-17 as part 

of the ADOT highway cleanup 

program. Three times a year, 

students and faculty spend an 

afternoon picking up trash 

south of Flagstaff. In September, 

we had record attendance: 18 

German students participated! 

Thank you all for keeping our 

AZ highways beautiful! 

 


