MODL Newsletter
March 2008

NORTHERN ARIZONA
UNIVERSITY
College of Arts & Letters

&

Department of
Modern Languages

Letter from the Chair

Spring 2008, a time of intense transitions for us in  Chilean writer Guadalupe Santa Cruz, | had the chance
Modern Languages. After completing the fall semester of begin conversations with Dr. Rosa Morillas of the Universi-
2007, and briefly catching our breath during the holiday dad de Granada to explore the possibility of developing
season, everyone was back to work in January. The accom- exchange program with NAU in the future. And in Novem
plishments since then have been remarkable. We have ber | traveled to Ciudad Obregén, Sonora, México, to pai

hired two new faculty members: Dr. Nicole Price and Dr.

Karina Collentine, who will be joining us next fall (see p. 2).
Our ability to work together will again be put to

the test when we join efforts for the upcoming Modern

Languages Day on March 28 in DuBois Center. The brain-

child of Dr. Erika Hess, this event is an opportunity to
showcase the wealth of multultural knowledge and ex-
perience that we as a Department have to offer to the Flag-
staff and NAU community.-
school students that will be attending realize how they also
can become citizens of the world.

On a personal note, the past 8 months have been
intensely rewarding and challenging for me. After traveling
to Sevilla, Spain in October of 2007, to participate in the
XVII Conference of the Asociacién de Literatura y Cultura
Femenina Hispanica, to present a paper about the work of

L econte $sromibainig peighbdrse

ticipate in Arizonad Mexico Commission, also known ag

the Comision Sonora Arizona, plenary. Having the chance

to attend reminded me of how the history, culture, and the
future of both states have been and will continue to b
deeply connected. Here in northern Arizona, although fa
ther away from the border with Mexico, we also share th
history. | feel privileged to be part of a group that has cre
tively embraced the challenges and responsibilities tk
200 plus hi

As we approach the summer of 2008 | know thal
most, if not all of Modern Languages faculty, and studer]
are already getting their passports ready to venture beyon
Just keep in touch.

jHasta la proxima vez!
Dr. Cecilia Ojeda
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www.cal.nau.edu/languages/

Student Achievements

In her classes, Dr. Patricia
Frederick discusses films of the
2nd Annual Tournées French
Film Festival held

February 2224, 2008.

Winners of the second writing
contest for Spanish lower division
classes:

Creative Books SPA101
1st place: Claren Wolf
2nd place: Lindsey Owen

Portfolios SPA102
1st place: Rachel Vawinkle
2nd place: Shaylee Davis

NAU students in the Annecy,
France, summer program.
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Graduate Student Achievements
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The Modern Languages Department wants to congratu-
late three Graduate Assistants in our Master in Teach-
ing Spanish programCurtis Kleinman, Valerie Jepson
and Audra Travelbethat are graduating this next May.
These graduate students have taken classes in three ar-
eas: Linguistics, Literature and Pedagogy, passed a
comprehensive exam, taught lowkvision Spanish
classes, and completed a capstone project in order to
get their degrees. Their capstone projects reflect their
research and pedagogical interests:

Curtis Kleinman: "The retention of Spanish mood by English dominant bilinguals."
Audra Travelbee: "Acquisition of irregular verb forms in the study abroad context."
Valerie Jepson: "Linking in Spanish pronunciation: The effects in comprehension when teaching it to

beginning students."

To find out more about the program and apply go to: www.cal.nau.edu/languages/spamat/spanishmat/html/

New Faculty Members Joining MODL in Fall 2008:

Dr. Nicole Price was born and raised in Tennessee although she has spent mo

st of

her adult life in the Midwest. She received her PhD in Latin American literature (2005)
with a focus on literature of the African Diaspora in Spanish from the University of
MissouriColumbia. Since graduation, she has taught at Denison University and Musk-

ingum College, both located in Ohio. Nicole joins the department of Modern Lz
guages at NAU as an Assistant Professor of Spanish where she will teach a vari
language and literature courses. Some of her research interests are thedtostial
narrative of Equatorial Guinea, the recovery of the history and voice of peoples of A
can descent in Latin America through narrative and the (re)creation of history throl
narration. In her free time she likes to go dancing, travel, watch sports and dine
authentic Southern cuisine. She is looking forward to moving to Flagstaff and tea
at NAU.

Dr. Karina Collentine was raised in Puerto Rico, daughter of an American father
and a Danish mother. Karina completed her PhD (1997) in Foreign Language Education
at the University of Texas at Austin. She has taught for the past 12 years at Yavapai
College where she also served as chair of the Languages and ESOL department. Karina
joins the faculty in the department of Modern Languages at NAU as a second language
specialist and she will concentrate her efforts on secondary education issues. Her re-
search interests include second language acquisition and pedagogy. In her free time,
Karina enjoys spending time with her family, traveling, and entertaining.
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