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Elaine Brown, ‘05 graduated from NAU with 
University  Honors, a double major in English 
and Philosophy.  She attended McGill University 
in Montreal, where she earned her MA in 2008 
and is currently writing her dissertation, 
“Undoing Race,” a study of how human beings 
classify things and what counts as knowledge, 
using race as a case study. While writing her 
dissertation, she accepted a full-time position as 
instructor in the department for 2008-09. Despite 
university budget cuts eliminating 
instructorships across campus, the College of 
Arts & Letters succeeded in getting her position 
renewed for 2009-10, which was wonderful for 
department morale. 

 Socrates was a gadfly.  His bites woke Ath-
ens from sluggish and careless ways.  And his phi-
losophical service inspired majors Karlie Knudtsen 
‘09 and Whitney Rooney ‘07 to found NAU’s Phi-
losophy Mentoring Program.  The program intro-
(Continued on page 2) 

Brown is Back High School Philosophers 

News from Alumni  
and Friends 

Phil Broderson, ‘74 
 Following my last class in 1974, a short 
five months living at home again with my parents 
led me to find something, anything,  somewhere 
else, and with my avocational interests while at 
NAU in theater and music, I was offered the job of 
director at the newly-completed Ardrey Audito-
rium in May of 1975.  That was enjoyable, and 
lasted until the opening of the dome in 1977 when 
I realized where the interests (and money) of the 
university lay, and I headed off campus again – 
ending up at the Flagstaff airport on the start of a 
career in aviation.  Over the next three years I 
earned my tickets, taught students, and conducted 
aerial tours of northern Arizona and southern Utah. 
 A marriage and the birth of twin sons later, 
we moved to northern Vermont to start an aviation  
business offering instruction and charter.  The 
economy of the early 80s was not conducive to 
flying, which required a reasonable amount of dis-
posable income, and after a final six months with
(Continued on page 2) 
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truck in 100 plus degree weather and the guy 
with the shovel in the elephant run at the zoo.)  
But I sure don’t want their jobs. 
 I joined the police department as a dis-
patcher, and for a few months dispatched police, 
fire, and the occasional trash truck.  A chance 
comment from my wife, who was from Denver, 
along with a family friend who worked for 
Amoco Oil Company, led to an interview in 
Denver and the beginning of the end, rather, the 
last of several career paths. 
 Other than a short break to work on a po-
litical campaign in 1985, I stayed with Amoco 
until 1999 when BP and Amoco merged, and 
retired officially if not functionally in 2003. The 
work I had been doing was sourced to IBM, and 
they had a need that corresponded with my need, 
and in August of 2003 I was hired by IBM. 
 I have always, at least as long as I re-
member, enjoyed looking at issues and questions 
through what most of us would consider a 
“philosophical lens”  i.e. poking at a question 
from multiple sides, looking for factual weak-
nesses, logical inconsistencies, or invalid conclu-
sions.  What I remember most vividly of my un-
dergraduate study was in reading, assimilating, 
outlining, and stating clearly in one pass the key 
points to a question. 
 The “family” nature of the department 
continues to strike me.  I recall seeing Malone, 
Jensen, Wood and Nietmann playing cribbage 
frequently.  I also remember Jensen’s operatic 
baritone filling the hall as he walked away.  I 
always felt that a great deal of my learning took 
place in those conversations as well as the lec-
tures.  The small size of classes made it an in-
tense and challenging educational experience. 
 In conclusion, my time at NAU in the 
philosophy department gave me practice in ap-
plying a structured way to think, speak, and 
write.  Although my career path jumped from 
one endeavor to another, that skill in structured 
thinking allowed success in the various fields. 
 The ability to translate and discuss with 
scientists, philosophers, students, factory work-
ers, police staff, municipal, attorneys, politicians 
and economists has been most valuable.  
I can be reached at pfbrodersen@earthlink.net, 

(Continued on page 3) 

duces high school students to philosophical in-
quiry and aims to give students a sense of won-
der about the world.  At the same time, the pro-
gram lets philosophy majors hone their teaching 
skills.  The mentors teach logic, rational inquiry 
and philosophical themes in the history of west-
ern thought.   Students get new perspectives and 
begin to lead an examined life. 
 Karlie says, “Philosophy and philosophy 
teachers transformed my life.  Whitney and I 
sought to find a way of using our philosophy 
educations to help others.  We could think of no 
better way than sharing and teaching philosophy 
to others so that they might also transform their 
lives by asking BIG questions and searching for 
meaningful answers.” 
 High school teachers report that philoso-
phy is ‘cool’ when taught by college students.  In 
her three semesters directing the program and 
teaching in Flagstaff high schools, Karlie tested 
that cool college charisma.  “Each time I saw a 
student’s ‘lights go on’ while discussing Sartre 
or Plato, I knew that philosophy resonated with 
their being and they would never be the same.  
Now I see their faces in NAU’s philosophy 
classrooms and get a big smile knowing that phi-
losophy is indeed a community service making 
lives better.” 

(Continued from page 1) 

News from Alumni  
(Continued from page 1) 

out pay we decided to toss all the dice back into 
the Yahtzee cup and move to California and re-
group.  
 I initially intended to obtain a K-12 
teaching certificate and teach English, but found 
that I did not qualify for resident status and 
would have to pay undergraduate non-resident 
fees. I initially started substitute teaching, and 
after a few months decided that I’d had about all 
the K-12 I could take. No comment against the 
teaching profession itself; they have my respect 
and gratitude for the job they do.  (Along with 
the guy who rides on the back of the garbage 

High School Philosophers 
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Matthew Hill ‘94: 
After graduating from NAU with my degree in 
philosophy, I spent a short time working for a 
moving company in Flagstaff before deciding to 
pursue a career in law.  Hesitant to make the leap 
into law school without some idea of what that 
career would hold, I chose to first obtain get a 2-
year paralegal certificate and work in law to get 
a feel for what being an attorney would be.  I had 
the fortune of being able to work in Germany at 
an American law firm with offices in Frankfurt 
am Main and Düseldorf.  Upon returning to the 
USA to attend law school, I couldn’t bring my-
self to do it. Though I enjoyed the corporate and 
securities work that I was involved with in Ger-
many, the heavy litigation and blame-soaked le-
gal atmosphere of the US just wasn’t me.  So, I 
was back to square one, though I now had two 
degrees – go figure.  I decided it was time to 
change tracks entirely and what better way to do 
that than to get another degree?  I enrolled in an 
evening MBA course at John F. Kennedy Uni-
versity in Pleasant Hill, California. Shortly there-
after I decided to switch things up entirely and 
pursue a career in the one area of my life that 
had remained constant since my teenage years 
and that had found fertile ground in the cafes 
surrounding NAU and in the offices of my phi-
losophy professors: Coffee.  I had worked at ca-
fes throughout the years and now decided to 
raise it up a notch and really get into the (coffee) 
bean, as it were.  Each class in business school 
became an opportunity for me to research and 
explore facets of the coffee industry; from ac-
counting to project management, the coffee in-
dustry was always my main topic of choice.  Af-
ter graduating from JFKU with my MBA, and a 
little over one year experience working part-time 
at a coffee importing office while finishing my 
MBA, I took coffee roasting/production planning 
jobs at a number of coffee roasting companies in 
locations as far as Kansas City, Missouri, and 
even Chattanooga, Tennessee. Most notably, I 
had the privilege to work as the assistant to one 
of the most respected and well-known consult-
ants in the industry, Mr. Kenneth Davids, whose 
website Coffee Review (www.coffeereview.com 
<http://www.coffeereview.com/> ) is a goldmine 
of information and commentary on all things 
coffee.  Finally, though, my travels and pursuit 

(Continued on page 4) 

or by driving some 900 miles east following old 
Route 66 from Flagstaff. 
 

Robert Ericson ‘74: 
 I grew up in Phoenix, graduated from 
NAU with a BS in Philosophy (pre-ministry em-
phasis), Wartburg Lutheran Seminary, Iowa and 
a later returned to NAU in 1987 for a M Ed in 
Educational Psychology. I served a church in 
California and then moved to Australia in 1981. 
Most of the parishes I served were in the Bris-
bane area. Currently I am the President/Bishop 
of the Lutheran Church of New Zealand. I appre-
ciated both times I was privileged to attend 
NAU. The Philosophy degree helped in critical 
thinking and was a good preparation for system-
atic theology. Later I was able to take a counsel-
ing program offered through NAU’s Educational 
Psychology department. My wife Betsy and I 
have three adult children and five grandchildren 
all living in the Brisbane, Australia. Since my 
mother still lives in Phoenix I return to the USA 
about every 18 months, and when possible spend 
a few days in the crisp beauty of Flagstaff.  
 At 18 I had originally enrolled as a For-
estry major at NAU, but life and providence lead 
me on another path.  
 
Ian Dove ‘91: 
Ian was recently promoted and tenured at the 
University of Nevada, Las Vegas where he 
teaches in the Philosophy Department. 

Phil Broderson ‘74 and grandson Camden 
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of a long-term career brought me to Vancouver, 
British Colombia, to work in the position of As-
sistant Green Coffee Buyer/Conversion Special-
ist – Roaster  for the Swiss Water Decaffeinated 
Coffee Company (www.swisswater.com 
<http://www.swisswater.com/> ).  True to ad-
vice given me by my first roasting instructor, 
working on the green side of coffee allows one 
the opportunity to interact with both the roasters 
of coffee, as well as the countries and people 
where coffee is grown and harvested. Working 
in decaffeination is stimulating despite the lack 
of caffeine. Mine is truly a job that keeps cups 
more than half-full! 
 

Chad Longoni ‘98 
 Greetings from the Republic of China! It 
has been ten years since I graduated from NAU, 
and just as long since I've lived on US soil.  I've 
been teaching grammar school English to stay 
afloat in the East. Yet the most noteworthy 
times were the ones exploring the wee corners 
of Asia, and gaining some bits of wisdom along 
the way.  
 In Sikkim, which is just west of Nepal, I 
joined up with a jazz band from Darjeeling. All 
of a sudden I was  playing “Take Five” and 
“Girl From Ipanema” before the Minister of 
Tourism and thousands of others. As an avid 
drummer, that was by far the largest concert I've 
ever played! 
  

(Continued from page 3)  I was in Kathmandu, Nepal during the 
height of the Neo-Maoist uprising there. In 
Janakpur,  the birthplace of the famous Hindu 
epic, the Ramayana, I saw a Maoist being 
dragged by the hair in the hands of Nationalist 
soldiers. I saw a man thrown from the back of a 
truck, as well as smiling, happy-go-lucky chil-
dren carrying semi-automatic weapons on the 
street. While most people sought out the breath-
taking views of the Annapurnas, Mt. Everest, or 
some other mountain trek, I was at the historical 
Hindu temples scoping out deities.  
 But I mustn't fail to mention, that in Tai-
wan, (where Buddhism fled from communism), I 
have found true character while engaging in dia-
log with Zen sages, teaching rudimentary gram-
mar, chit-chatting in Chinese, or backpacking 
“the path less-taken” until getting married and 
having my first child, Blake, this last winter. Tai-
wan is where the heart is.  
 In keeping with my experience, I will be 
going for my Master's degree at the U of A in 
East Asian Studies and Mandarin Chinese.  I was 
just accepted today in fact!  All the best in your 
pursuits dear friends! 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Grant Haas ‘05: 
 I have been teaching snowboarding this 
winter in Big Bear California trying to help peo-
ple appreciate intrinsic activities in life.  Also, I 
have been working as an agent for Keller Wil-
liams Realty.  For fun I like to produce folk mu-
sic and go skateboarding.   

Matthew Hill, coffee roasting entrepreneur  

Chad Longoni with wife 
and son Blake 
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Chris Richards ‘08 
After graduation, I moved to Tucson for a few 
months and waited to hear from the University 
of Houston's Master's program. I started there in 
the fall semester. I've been working quite a bit, 
thinking a lot, and having a great time in Hous-
ton. I survived Hurricane Ike, which is probably 
the most interesting thing that's happened to me 
in a long while. In the work/education category, 
I'm helping to edit a book for a professor, tutor-
ing high schoolers in Houston's Third Ward, and 
reading more philosophy than I ever thought I 
would (along with writing). I couldn't have asked 
for a better turn of events than moving to Hous-
ton. 
We want to hear from you and share your 
news.  Please send us your postgraduate autobi-
ography or some recent news! (Send to any 
professor or susan.mellon@nau.edu). 
 

Ed Turner 
 
 A strong supporter of our department, Ed 
Turner, died in early April at age 60.  A chemist 
and engineer who had worked internationally, he 
bought the first Strombolli’s Restaurant in Flag-
staff before having a diving accident in 1984 that 
left him a respirator-dependent quadriplegic. 
 While in the hospital, he met  NAU Phi-
losophy Professor Richard Wood (who was there 
undergoing treatment for skin cancer—the same 
cancer that caused his death fifteen years later). 
Because of Richard, Ed attended many philoso-
phy events and classes and became one of the 
department’s strongest supporters, though nei-
ther an alumnus of NAU nor a philosophy major. 
 Ed loved the restaurant business and live 
music, producing the Arizona Jazz Rhythm and 
Blues Festival in Flagstaff in 1995.  Ed was an 
inspiration to all who knew him because of his 
fierce joy in living a rich human life. 
 

Erin Bjorklund  
  

 Erin was a senior at Northern Arizona 
University when she was tragically killed by a 
train.  She was a History major with minors in 
Philosophy and Math.  She was bright and would 

have received an Outstanding History Student 
award upon graduation.  She had taken Honors 
classes which stimulated a passion for learning.  
She wrote, ”Most Honors students are not 
smarter than the bulk of the population; they just 
try harder.”  Erin liked being surrounded by peo-
ple who care.  She also loved music, singing in 
choir, playing piano and violin.  She had a beau-
tiful soprano voice.  She spent her last summer 
working for the New Mexico Department of 
Health with epidemiologist Dr. Susan Nader who 
wrote, “Her intelligence and insights were thrill-
ing for me.  She went about her research tasks 
with a lot of natural talent.”  She is remembered 
for her youthful enthusiasm, deep sense of re-
spect for human rights, her beauty and intelli-
gence.   
 New Mexico Governor Bill Richardson 
wrote, “Erin’s aspiration to helping others 
through working for international human rights 
was noble and humbling.”  She had dreams of 
joining the Peace Corps.  She was friendly and 
vibrant and had a flair for making the “ordinary” 
in our lives “extraordinary.”   
 
Note from the Chair ~ Memorial Scholarship 
 The family of Erin Bjorklund—her par-
ents, Mark and Heidi, her sisters, Rachel and 
Renee, and her brother David—are establishing a 
fund known as the Erin Bjorklund Memorial 
Scholarship, supporting undergraduate majors in  
History or Philosophy. I ask that you consider 
making a contribution in Erin’s memory. This is 
Philosophy’s first scholarship. 

 The Philosophy Department is pleased to 
announce the 4th edition of Z� t� tikon has been 
recently published.  It serves as a forum for 
members of the NAU community to present their 
philosophical work.  Selected pieces cover such 
fields as philosophy of mathematics, eastern 
thought, philosophy of science, literature, and 
original critiques of philosophical figures and 
stances.  If you would like to receive a copy of 
this year’s journal, please contact the Philosophy 
Department. 
 

In Memory 

Z� t� tikon:  
The Philosophy Club Publication 
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 The College of Arts and Letters recog-
nized Philosophy major Christopher Turner as 
Outstanding Senior and Standard Bearer at the 
graduation ceremony on May 8, 2009.  A veteran 
of the US Army, Chris earned his degree while 
working full-time as a custodian for NAU.  He 
will be attending graduate school at DePaul Uni-
versity.  Julie Piering, the Richard A. Wood Pro-
fessor for the Teaching of Philosophy sends him 
off with these words: “He already has an excel-
lent grasp on the history of philosophy and a su-
perb facility with Greek and Latin.  The kind of 
training he would benefit from now is the close 
reading of texts in Continental thought.  I can 
think of no philosophy program better suited to 
these goals than DePaul’s.” 
 
Golden Axers 
 

 The Department of Philosophy congratu-
lates two of its graduating seniors, Aaron Elliott 
(double majoring in Philosophy and Sociology 
for his BA) and Karlie Knudtsen (double ma-
joring in Philosophy and Religious Studies), 
each of whom has been recognized for out-
standing academic achievement and community 
involvement by receiving NAU’s Golden Axe 
Award. 
 

After graduation I plan to……  
 

My plans after graduation are to serve in the 

Peace Corps as an Education Volunteer 
(teaching either math or physical science) in Sub
-Saharan Africa—Andrea Holmen 
 
I am planning to go to San Francisco State for a 
masters degree in philosophy—James Schweig 
 
I will be attending the MA Philosophy program 
at University of New Mexico starting in the Fall. 
I plan to study continental philosophy—John 
Garletts 
  
I will be attending the James E. Rodgers College 
of Law at the University of Arizona after I 
graduate—Ryan Ontiveros 
 
My plans are to apply for MA programs in Phi-
losophy at three Cal State Universities—Aaron 
Elliott  
 

Ethan Parks, Quintin Lucas and Laura 
Sandhu with professors  

 

Graduates ‘09 

 

Graduation December 2008 

Christopher Turner 
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 We have had a busy and varied year for 
Colloquium presentations, highlighting visiting 
scholars, NAU Alumni, and our own faculty.  
Below is a list of speakers and titles of their 
presentations.  If you have an interest in attend-
ing future Colloquia or a suggestion for future-
speakers, please contact Dr. Julie Piering at 
Julie.Piering@nau.edu.   
 
Jeffrie Murphy, Regents’ Professor of Law, Phi-
losophy, and Religious Studies. Arizona State 
University.  “The Case of Dostoevsky’s General: 
Some Reflections on Forgiving the Unforgiv-
able.” 
 
James Woodbridge, Assistant Professor of Phi-
losophy, University of Nevada, Las Vegas. 
“Linguistic Puzzles and Semantic Pretense.” 
 
Kathryn MacKay, Philosophy Department, 
McGill University.  “Exploring Exploitation in 
Gestational Surrogacy in India.” 
 
John Russon, Presidential Distinguished Profes-
sor, University of Guelph. “The Impossibilities 
of the I: Self, Memory and Language in Merleau
-Ponty and Derrida.” 
 

 
Rod Underhill ‘76, Philosophy, Entrepreneur, 
co-founder, MP3. com. What’s my excuse for 
creating a company worth $6 billion?” 
 
John Haien ‘84, Philosophy, Marketing Execu-
tive. “Business Diary of a Philosophy Major: 
What Philosophy Taught Me about Business and 
What Business Taught Me about Philosophy.” 
 
Richard Morrison,‘70 , Business, attorney with 
Salmon, Lewis, and Weldon, PLC . “A Call to 
Public Virtue.” 

Picnic~ September 2008 

Matthew Morris ‘09 and Lara Sandhu ‘08 

Nick Roberson ‘08 and Department Chef 
Aaron Elliott ‘09, Chris Griffin and Elaine 

Brown ‘05 
 
 

 

Wood Fund at Work 

 

Alumni Speak at NAU 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    P.O. Box 6011 
    Flagstaff, AZ 86011-6011 
 
    PHI 1173 

 

Non-Profit  
Organization 
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